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Fall/Winter
Worship Schedule

Services are at
9:30 AM
every Sunday morning.

Church Office Hours

The Church Office is open
Tuesday through Thursday
from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

PASTOR' Sﬁf
MONTHLY MED

ol am Zacchaeus 0

| like to begin every year with a vision or an image for our
ministry together. As | spent time in meditation, asking the Lord for hi:
inspiration, | saw Zacchaeus up in a tree peering over the crowds. Mat
applications of this vision have come to mind in recent days which | wi
share with you over the next year.
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presumes the notion that wantto see Jesus. It is no surprise that the
activities of our daily living and worldly events can obscure our view ©
Jesus. It will be necessary for each of us to make a conscious decisior
find a way to separate from the crowd so that we can see Jesus.

| invite you to join me, as this new year begins, in setting aside
daily time to come before the Lord. Pick a time of day that typically ha
few interruptions. Find a place where you can best avoid distractions
Choose a devotional booklet, daily Bible reading guide or prayer guic
GKAOK gAff KSfL)I 282dz SYyuSN) GKS |
Finally, keep a pen & paper handy, either to write down those
momentary inspirations as the Lord speaks to you, or to list the
distracting thoughts that come to mind. (Whenever | get quiet before
the Lord, my mind gets flooded with items to add to mydio list. By
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back to meditation more quickly.)
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opportunities to get a glimpse of Jesus as he passes by.

BlessingsPastor Kent

Next Cross & Flame Deadlin

January 15 for February issie get
the Cross & Flame out on time.
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www.umcbranford.org- follow the link.

Weekly Sermons Now On Our Website
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http://www.gbgm-umc.org/umcbranford/

YSSLAY3 Dxavarship StewandSlanuary 2018
Sanctuary Steward:

January 7Epiphany Sunday
Baptism of the Lord
9:30 am

Call to Worship: Bud Cochran
Lay Reader: Judy Loukides
Communion Servers
Anne Jackson, Adam Jackson
Greeter: Don Robinson
Ushers: Linda & Bill Beagle
Acolyte: Hannah Jackson
Prayer Partners: Don Robinson
Flowers: To the Glory of God
Fellowship Hosts: Ruby Lawrence

January 14Second Sunday After Epiphany
9:30 am

Call to Worship: Carole Viel
Lay Reader: Jean Massage
Greeter: Lydia Wezenski
Ushers: Michelle & Russell Ritter
Acolyte: Ellie Bowman
Prayer Partners: Ro Robinson
Flowers: To the Glory of God
Fellowship Hosts: Laurie VanDeusen

January 21Third Sunday After Epiphany
9:30 am

Call to Worship: Bill Beagle
Lay Reader: Linda Beagle
Greeter: Pam Johnson
Ushers: Sam & Larry Appleton

Acolyte: WilliamGagné
Prayer Partners: David Wells
Flowers: To the Glory of God

Fellowship Hosts: TBD

January 28-ourth Sunday After Epiphany
9:30 am

Call to Worship: Rosemary Luzzi
Lay Reader: Ro Robinson
Greeter: Larry Appleton

Ushers: Cheryl & Jim Torello
Acolyte: Anthony Torello

Prayer Partners: Pat Steeves

Flowers: To the Glory of God
Fellowship Hosts: TBD

Epecial dates
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Martin Luther King January15,i2018 hday
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Lectionary Readings

January 7:  Genesis 1:b Psalm 29
January 14: 1 Samuel 310 Psalm 139
January 21: Jonah 3:110 Psalm 62:512
January 28: Deuteronomy 18:120 Psalm 111

Acts 19:17 Mark 1:411

1 Corinthians 6:1-20 John 1:4%1
1 Corinthians 7:231 Mark 1:1420
1 Corinthians 8.3 Mark 1:2128
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o)ty '\ BIRTHDAYS

Bekah Gerlach 3 Jennifer Sygiel 1
Michael Luzzi 12 Sam Appleton 3
Bill Beagle 16 Jim Lee 3
Shina Kim 20 Len Dunican 6
Paul Dineen 24 Rick Gregoire 8
Shanta Kapadia 25 Joyce Emslie 12
Shirley Gilkerson 28 Sue Beatty 13
Lydia Wezenski 28 Dick Robinson 13
Haley Mazzucco 31 Joan Dunican 15
Lori Cartwright 16

Raymond Nickou 17

-}%ﬁ arnuda /Z/” Charlotte Rispoli 18

Y ANNIVERSARIES Madelyn Caruso 19
Pam Johnson 19
Paige Machnicz 20

Anne CarpenteESmith 23
Heather Mazzucco 25

ANNIVERSARIESH

John & Carolyn Flynn 13
Ro & Dick Robinson 19
Charlie & Pat Steeves 27

Guy & Mary Marszalekl3
Bob & Conny Umile 24




The 11" ANNUAL SHORELINE

TRAIN SHOW

Saturday, January 6™ 2018
Time: 9:00AM - 3:00 PM
Snow Date: Saturday, January 13"

United Methodist Church, Branford
811 E. Main St. RT. 1Branford/Guilford line
203 488-0549

Vendors & Operating Layouts
Wheelchair accessible
Food Service on premises Door prizes every hour

Donation: Adults $6 Seniors $4 (60 & up)
Church members not working on the show: $3
Children under 12 yrs. FREE

Directions: Rt. 95 Exit 56 to Rt. 1 Right at Chowder Pot,
go approx. 1 mile to the United Methodist Church on right
Larry Appleton 203 457-1571




United Methodist Church Women

Come join us for a

- l.H Valentine Luncheon
Monday 1 February 12th 12:30pmi 2pm
I_UHH At LaLuna Ristorante,

) 168 N Main Street, Branford

- RISTORAATE - The cost is only $15.54 pp and includes:
TAUANO

Soup/salad, Entrée, and Dessert.
Note: Beverage is NOT included
** Bring a nonperishable item for UMC Food Pantry
Signup in Connector HallwayRSVP by Sunday, February™1
(No luncheon in January)

Our annual Souper
Bowl Supper will
be on February 4th

];erl\(l)l\événg the DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
. . ANNUAL BREAKFAST
In .k.eEpmg with Monday, January 15, 2018
tradition, 2 pots LUTHER 630 am
will be set out in  KING JR. R e
connector hall, one
for each team St. Therese Roman Catholic Church
playing in the 105 Leetes Island Road, Branford
Super Bowl in Houston, TX that Tickets: see Pastor Kent
night. Please put $1 in the pot of the team Adults $10, Children $5
of your choice. Guest Speaker: Senator Ted Kennedy, Jr.

Branford High School Music Makers to sing
Full home cooked breakfast with the assistance
of Branford High School culinary students
Proceeds to the Branford Fuel Assistance

Program For the Elderly

There also will be a Goal Poftlease bring
a can of soup to fill the goal post.you are
willing to donate a pot of soup for the
event, speak to Laurie Gagné.

All money raised will be donated to area A v A . AP A
52YSyQa aKSTGSNE FyR' halg, vQr O%%dfz'\gf,[ﬁxé%sgi‘had'zgsﬁ
be donated to the Branford Food Bank. ' '

For the football enthusiasts, we will once

again gather in Herr Hall for food and

fellowship and to watch the game on a life

size screen.



PASTOROGS BIBLE STUDY SEWING FOR GOD

Beginning in 2018 | am offering two January
aSaarzya 27 GKS t I a2 NMosday affe@mqors 4:30praoR@PH | 2 d:
invited to join either the Tuesday evening (7 Our friends at Artis have been
PM) or the Thursday morning (10 AM) adding fAneighbo
session. Our first study will bé& 2 K I { . need of quilts. Our supply of
9F NIl K ! Y byRitckS8BINn. C2 NE @ . finished quilts has been

: 7 exhausted.
A fresh look atThe Purpos®riven exhauste

Lifd Rick Warren uncovers the spiritual Every Monday we will meet (weather
principles  behind  his awardinning  permitting) to build up our stash of quilts. Al
beStse"er, Oﬁe”ng QUIdellneS that will focus patterns are easy to séwor even if you would
your energy, simplify your decisions, givelike to press, we could use your help.

your life meaning-and prepare you for

eternity All supplies are provided or you can bring your
fown. As always, any questions let me know.

| look forward to engaging times o
conversation as we each discover the uniqueRosemary 203891620 (leave message)

calling the Lord has placed on our lives. (We
will begin our study on January 9th & 11th.)

)

VMlen’s MEN6S BREAKFAST o

GROUP Our mo_nthly youth night is a time for fun &
fellowship!!! All youth from our church {512"

hdzNJ Y2y G Kt e aSyQa . guasle) e endoiiraged IoNaRedzl andding their

meet onJanuary 28 at 8:00 AM friends.

After a time of good food and fellowship We meet in the church basement from9730
we will view a video which will (hopefully) PM. Snacks are being provided. Ping Pong, Ai
stimulate some energetic discussion as weHockey, Foosball and video games are all

reflect on its meaning for our livesandour I @+ Af I 6t S | yR 4SQf f (
faith. activities in the future.

We are currently studyingake the Flapy = The date of ourJanuary Youth Nightwill be
Rob FuquayThe Checkered flagill be our  Friday the 26th!!!

topic of discussion for the final study in this

series.




Learn & Play News

Learh & Play
Christian

Happy New Year!

As of this writing, our Night in Bethlehem has not yet happened. | am thanking everyone in
advance for your participation, help and support. | expect that it was a great evening!

January will bring us to traditional themes about weather, hibernation and opposites. Out
Bible stories will be Jonah and the Pillar of cloud and fire (weather), Elijah prays for rai
(weather)Elijah and the Ravens and David and Goliath (Opposites). Our Faith Point will be C
KSFNBR 2dzNJ LIN) @8SNE YR 2dzNJ . A0fS +£SNES gAf
2:2

Our annual Sower Bowl collection will take place the weeks of JanuanF@Bruary 2. Our
goal is to collect 100 cans of soup for the UMCB food closet. Go team Learn & Play!

We have had quite a few godu/es and thank yous at Learn & Play recently. Many of you are
familiar with Miss Wendy and Miss Bekah that work in the office of Learn & Play. Both ar
moving on to the next chapters of their lives. Miss Wendy will be entering candidacy fo
ordination and Miss Bekah will be doing her student teaching for her teacher certification. W
thank them for all the work they have done at Learn & Play and hope that they will continue
to be in contact with us.

We also say goelbye to Jean Massage as a Learn & Play Board member. Jean has been p
of Learn & Play for many years. We thank her for all her support and help, especially at o
many events that she was always a part of. We are confident that Jean will continue t
support Learn & Play and will not be a stranger to us!

Robin Costa



Welcome to that time of the year when
celebrate the angelic announcement of the birth of J
who was born in a stable and laid in a manger bec

there was no room for Joseph and Mary in the inn. The |t
of heaven and earth came to us in humble fashion. | thriH

was to remind us that our Lord and our God loves all i
world and will enter any heart that invites Him. For

sent His son into the world not to condemn the world fu

that the world through Him might be saved. (John 3:17)

For many who were in Las Vegas when 58 we

killed and hundreds wounded by the lone shooter in
Mandalay Bay Hotel, there might be no celebration,
Merry Christmas attitude. Well we all might wonder h
this horrific event could impact any Christmas celebrati

ofp.
Yet we cannot forget a similar incident t)‘{%t

happened after the birth of Jesus. When the three Ki
came from the east to Jerusalem to congratulate Herog
the birth of his son, they found out that the star they saw

the east was not for the birth of a son to Herod. King Hejrod

knew what had happened and asked his priests wherg
scriptures indicated the messiah was to be born. He
the magi to Bethlehem. When they did not return
Jerusalem, he ordered that all children born in the area
years of age and younger be killed. What a horrible

Vegas type tragedy occurred in that first century. Christfnas

reminds us, not only of the love that came to earth, bu
the horrors of life that threaten and haunt us throughout
our years. How can we face daily life never knowing
tragedies may strike.

This is a hymn written 45 years ago by Gloria
William Gaither.
How sweet to hold a newborn baby,
And feel the pride and joy he gives;
But greater still the calm assurance:
This child can face uncertain days because (Christ) liveqg
Because (Christ) lives, | can face tomorrow,
Because (Christ) lives all fear is gone;
Because | know He holds the future,
And life is worth the living,
Just because He lives!

Yes, Christmas assures us of a God who so lovg

world that despite all horror that can happen, all who

believe in Jesus shall not perish but have everlasting
where God Himself shall wipe every tear from our eyes
there shall be no mourning, no crying nor pain any m
For the former things have passed away. Christ
overcome THE WORLD!

I wish you all the happiest and blessed New Yeal|.
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Nursing Home Ministry

Don Robinson is dedicated to providing
this important ministry. He visits a
number of nursing homes and would
LOVE to have others join this ministry.

He would be happy to talk with anyon
interested and help them get started. Céi@
on at 203488-6111 or see him in church.
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;te”t Thank you to everyone for
V(\)/o my Christmas bonus. You have been

Las generous as always.

of The gifts and cards given to me
I during the week before Christmas were
hat all special. Thank you for those as well.

Brenda Prunty

and

THANKS

from Pastor Ke

* *

Dear Church Family,

Anne and | are grateful for the
generous Christmas bonus that you
life plessed us with along with the many

s the

'f‘rgd cards and tasty treats you sent our way.

has al @ @2dz SI OK SELJS
blessing throughout the Christmas
season.

BlessingsPastor Kent

Don Robin'\;\\/\S

PEACE
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Because of the generous and
caring people in our church, we were
able to make ten deliveries to the local
food banks in 2017.

Thank you to all who donated
food, and, as always, thank you to Sam
and Larry Appleton who assemble and
deliver the donated food.

SECRET PAL 2018

Somebody s thinking abou e¢rEt o U
beauti ful dayé sending c VY
saying a |ittle prayer fo anlt

in the World!

Woul dndét i1t be nice to receive a O6Thinking
would show up out of the blue. Maybe once a month, maybe not. But someone who knows
and your likes and dislikes, is thinking about you and will pray for you.

Become a Secret Pal 201&hare your Gifts, your Friendship, your Prayers and your Love to
someone who may need it throughout the year.

2018 Secret Pal forms will be available until the Januaryh, on the connector hall bulletin
board. Place your form in the UMW mailbox in the office or give to Rosemary. Receive you
matchup on January 14 Any questions, see Rosemary.

PS: This is open to ANYONE who would like to participate.




