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A WELL THOUGHT OUT PLAN
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and the beasts of the field become too numerous for you. Little by little 1 will drive
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In This Issue: Exodus 23:2830 NKJV

From Pastor Kent . As the Israelites continue their Exodus, the Lord reassures them that they are n

\é\/poersglpDS;[teev;Iards ; alone. The people are told that He will send His angel ahead of them to prepare tt
, . way. There are other peoples occupying the land which they will be traveling throug
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Events and Happenings 3,4 way through. Sounds like a plan!

Studys and Other Groups 5
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Learn & Play 7 from the get go. No, He will clear it out a little at a time. Why? Because the people w

Sewing for God 7 not be ready to occupy it all at the same time and so the beasts of the field will tak

Special Messages 8 over.

March Calendar 10

. The result is that the Israelites must trust the Lord and His angel each and every st
Just For Kids 11 = . ;
U ina Event 12 of the way. As the people move forward on their journey, as they increase in numbe
pcoming Events . and ability (demonstrating faithfulness) the Lord will clear out just enough land fo
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Prayer). The Lord will give just enough, at the right time.

As | read this passage in the Chronological Bible a couple of weeks ago | received it
word of reassurance for us as well. Both individually and as a congregation we ne

Fall/Winter to know that_ t_he Lord wiII_ continue to provide just er_lough and at _the ri_ght time.

Whatever difficulty or trial we may be facing, financial, relationships, time

WOI‘Ship Schedule management, etc. if we will trust the Lord, He will provide a clearing for us to take th
Services are at next few steps forward. Human nature compels us to look for the wejgen, smooth

9:00 AM & 10:30 AM path, but the Lord knows what is best for us. By opening up just enough room, un

every Sunday morning. we increase, He will prevent the wild beasts from taking over and by trusting Him w

will eventually take possession of all that He has prepared for us.
Church Office Hours

The Church Office is open

Monday through Friday )
from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. BlessingsPastor Kent

In my humble estimation this is trulf WELL THOUGHT OUT PLAN!

Next Cross & Flame Deadline

Weekly Sermons Now On Qur Website

March 16 for April issuéo getthe Thanks to the technology expertise of Roggagng& & 2dz Ol y H2
Cross & Flame out on time. 6So0aArGsS (2 aSS tlaid2N) YSyiaoa oS$E1¢t

www.umcbranford.org- follow the link.



http://www.gbgm-umc.org/umcbranford/
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Sanctuary Steward:

Heather Mazzucco

(Early Worship Stewards Listed in Italics)

March 6—Fourth Sunday in Lent
9 & 10:30 am

Call to Worship{Benjamin Mazzucc@}yrus Kapadia
Lay ReadergWilliam Gagné Shanta Kapadia
Communion Servergkosemary Luzzi)

Alice & Tom Macy
Greeters: (William Gagné Karyn Capezzone
Ushers: (DanielGagné Rosemary Luzzi, LaufBagné
Acolyte:Alice Talbott
Prayer Partners:Ken SchneideRo Robinson

Flowers: In Memory of husband, William J. Busca, Jr.

Given by Virginia Busca
Fellowship Hosts(Ruby Lawrenge
TBA

March 13Fifth Sunday in Lent
9 & 10:30 am

Call to WorshipfAnne Jacksor)on Robinson
Lay Readers{Ken Schneiderdudy Loukides
Greeters: (LaurieGagng Larry Appleton

Ushers: (Rosemary Luzzi)
Ro & Dick Robinson
Acolyte: Ellie Bowman
Prayer Partners:Ken SchneideNl.E. Solomon
Flowers: To the Glory of God
Fellowship Hosts(Ruby Lawrencéylary Lou Woods

Lectionary Readings

March 20Palm/Passion Sunday
9 & 10:30 am

Call to Worship{Molly MazzuccoM.E. Solomon
Lay Readers{LaurieGagné Cyrus Kapadia
Greeters: (Adam Jacksor§am Appleton
Ushers: (DanielGagné Karyn & Pepi Capezzone
Acolyte: Hannah Jackson
Prayer Partners:Ken SchneideDon Robinson
Flowers: To the Glory of God
Fellowship Hosts(Ruby Lawrence)
Alice & Tom Macy

March 27Easter Sunday
9 & 10:30 am

Call to Worship(Ruby Lawrenceéyl.E. Solomon
Lay Readers{Anne Jacksorgyrus Kapadia
Greeters: (Janet VietsiMolly Mazzucco
Ushers: (LaurieGagnég Conny & Bob Umile
Acolyte: WilliamGagneé
Prayer Partners:Ken Schneidebinda Beagle
Flowers: To the Glory of God
Fellowship Hosts(Ruby Lawrencéylichelle Ritter

SPECIAL DATES
World Day of Prayer, March 4, 2016
Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 6, 2016
Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 13, 2016
Daylight Saving Time Begins, March 13, 2016
Palm/Passion Sunday, March 20, 2016
First Day of Spring, March 20, 2016
Holy Week, March 2March26, 2016
Maundy Thursday, March 24, 2016
Good Friday, March 25, 2016
Holy Saturday, March 26, 2016
Easter Sunday, March 27, 2016
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During 2016 we will not be printing the readings from the Revised Common Lectionary. Instead, you may a:
for a copy of the One Year Chronological Bible. The weekly sermons will be based on these readings. We h;
copies available in 3 translations. Please let us know if you would prefer The New International Version, Tt
New Living Translation or the New King James Version. A donation of $15 per copy is appreciated.

The Cross & Flam¢

Published 11 times a year by The United Methodist Church, Branford, 811 East Main Street, Branford, Connecticut 06405
(203) 4880549, umcbranford@snet.neBastor Rev. Kent Fredric Jacks@eadline for copy The fifteenth day of the month prio
to publication.Brenda Prunty, Editarreserves the right to edit for content and space. ©2016 UMC, Branford.




MARC H

BIRTHDAYS

BIRT HDAYS

¢t KS

MENS COMMUNION
BREAKFAST

{K2NBfAyS aSyQa [/ 2YYdzy

here at UMC, Branford on Sunday , March 20, at 7 am.

Ruth Moon 1 Stephen Solomon 3
Hannah Jackson 2 Emily Mazzucco 4
Kaylee Roberts 2 Gus VanDerMaelen 4 o o B & e
Jean Sunny oWilliam Gagné 10 %ﬁ /ﬁw
Gabriel Maggay 3 Stacey Cronk 11 Holy Week Worship
'jeéenl_wei:,gs 89 ;\]/loiiﬂai?ﬁ;ggerty 1111 JOIN YOUR CHURCH FAMILY AND INVITE OTHERS F
udy Loukides o ; THE FOLLOWING SERVICES.

Sean Deveau 13 William Schickler 12 _ o

Amos Tal 14 Maundy Thursday (March 24)We \,NIU be joining ouff
Joan Gerlach 13Dr?3|£bc:1ﬁ, 16 GNRGKSNE |yR &aAaGSNE Fa {Go
Erin Marszalek 14 Daniel bagne dinner and worship. (Details will be provided in fpe
Julie Guckin 20 Jane Jacobson 16 bulletin.)
June Ann Greeley 21 Je§5?- Holcomb 16 Good Friday (March 25Please join the ecumenical servige
Sterwin Maggay 21 5SONI hQDbIBAf|fay R2éyld26y . NIyFT2NR® 28 [pS3
David Simon 21 Rebecca Mahoney 20 |[and move (about every 25 minutes) to First Baptist, Hirst
Madison Ballard 25 Robin Wolek 21 || Congregational and Trinity Episcopal, finishing up aroupd 3

23 pm. Participants may join in the entire procession or |ust

26 JanetViets come for one of the services. We will hold an evenjng

Bob Nerkowski

Kylie James 28 Sharon Bernardini 25 | sepvice in our sanctuary at 7pm as well.

Ginny Busca 30 Mgry Ch(_)ronzy 25 |l Easter Sunrise (March 27We will gather once again ft

Aubrey Simon 30 Alice Klein 25 Branford Point and worship with our brothers & sisters frpm
Nicole Sevigny 25 the Shoreline Community Church. 6:30 am is the time fhat
John Beatty 26 ||we will gather to begin our celebration of tife
Justine Guckin 27 resurrection!!!

Alexandra Loukides 27

doPrayer is the barometer of our
PRAYER gk dzNOgaysé pastor  Jim
MEETINGS Cymbala of the Brooklyn
Tabernacle.
Prayer is also a priority for ministry at UMC, Branford.
You are invited to join together twice each month for a
time of prayer. Each prayer meeting is a unique
xperience. Please mark your calendars in March for
e second MondayMarch 14 at 2 PMand the &
TuesdayNlarch 22 at7 PM

ANNIVERSARIES

John & June Ann Blossom 21
John & Connie Nickou 26
Sue & John Beatty 29

ANNIVERSARIES

Dorothy & Harry Chamberlain 9
Rosemary & Tony Luzzi 1

Would you like to learn more about United Methodist beliefs?
Are you interested in how United Methodists are organized?
Have you thought about becoming a member of UMC, Branford?
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church office at 2031880549 and let us know you plan to attend.
3



We are initiating a monthly youth
night for the purpose of fun & fellowship. All
youth from our church (8-12" grade) are
encouraged to attend and bring their

A BENEFIT CONCERT FOR THE OVERSEAS MINISTRIES STUDY CENTER friends.

SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 2016 00 P.M. We will meet in the church basement

HELD AT BATTELL CHAPEL, YALE UNIVERSITY from 7-9:30 PM. Snacks will be provided. Air
400 College St. at the corner of Elm St., New Haven Hockey and Foosball will be available for the
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in the future.

If anyone would like to donate a
large screen television, DVD player, ping
pong table, etc. we would be happy to
accept your donations.

FEATLURING 2 YALE LINIVERSITY MUSICAL GROLIPS
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For Easter, we will have two

"ASEMPA!  SHADES food baskets.

Afro-pella nmsic rooted i the African experience—both African Diaspora music with an incredibly diverse repertoire,
classical and conemparary ranging from pop to kip-bop o gospel X i
The sign up sheet will be
No charge for tickets. A freewill offering will be taken for OMSC’s African Artist-in-Residence .
Scholarship Fund. Sponsor advertising is available. For more information, go online to: in the ConneCtOF ha”, and the fOOd baSketS
will be assembled on Palm Sunday. If you
CONCERT.OM$C.ORG ¥ 1Y

would prefer to make a cash donation, we
will shop for you.

CASTEREGGHUNT
AND RESURRECTION EGG STORY
SATURDAY MARCH 12 10:30 am
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Mark your calendarsThis year Learn & Play and UMC Branford are teaming up to host an Easter Egg Hun
and present the Resurrection Egg Story. In addition to the egg hunt, which will be divided into three age
groups, a craft activity will be offered. At the conclusion of the hunt, the Resurrection Story will be

presented by Pastor Kent in the sanctuary.

This event is open to the public, so invite your friends to have some fun and hear The Good News! Hope t
see you there!



