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ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ  
 and the Power of the Holy Spirit  

 ŎƻƴǾŜǊƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ 

Monthly Newsletter of The United Methodist Church,  Branford 

Next Cross & Flame Deadline 

March 16 for April issue to get the 

Cross & Flame out on time. 

Fall/Winter 
 Worship Schedule  

Services  are at  
9:00 AM & 10:30 AM  

every  Sunday morning. 

Church Office Hours 
The Church Office is open 
 Monday through Friday 

 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 

Weekly Sermons Now On Our Website 

Thanks to the technology expertise of Roger GagnéΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ¦a/Ωǎ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ YŜƴǘΩǎ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎΦ  /ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ƻƴ  
www.umcbranford.org - follow the link. 

 
A WELL THOUGHT OUT PLAN 

 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƭŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŘŜǎƻƭŀǘŜ 
and the beasts of the field become too numerous for you. Little by little I will drive 
ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΦέ ς 

Exodus 23:29-30 NKJV 

As the Israelites continue their Exodus, the Lord reassures them that they are not 
alone. The people are told that He will send His angel ahead of them to prepare the 
way. There are other peoples occupying the land which they will be traveling through 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŀƴƎŜƭΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ 
way through. Sounds like a plan! 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎŀǘŎƘΗ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ όǿƛǘƘ Iƛǎ ŀƴƎŜƭύ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ 
from the get go. No, He will clear it out a little at a time. Why? Because the people will 
not be ready to occupy it all at the same time and so the beasts of the field will take 
over. 

The result is that the Israelites must trust the Lord and His angel each and every step 
of the way. As the people move forward on their journey, as they increase in numbers 
and ability (demonstrating faithfulness) the Lord will clear out just enough land for 
ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻΦ LǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ άŘŀƛƭȅ ōǊŜŀŘέ ƛƳŀƎŜ όƳŀƴƴŀ ϧ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 
Prayer). The Lord will give just enough, at the right time. 

As I read this passage in the Chronological Bible a couple of weeks ago I received it as a 
word of re-assurance for us as well. Both individually and as a congregation we need 
to know that the Lord will continue to provide just enough and at the right time. 
Whatever difficulty or trial we may be facing, financial, relationships, time 
management, etc. if we will trust the Lord, He will provide a clearing for us to take the 
next few steps forward. Human nature compels us to look for the wide-open, smooth 
path, but the Lord knows what is best for us. By opening up just enough room, until 
we increase, He will prevent the wild beasts from taking over and by trusting Him we 
will eventually take possession of all that He has prepared for us. 

In my humble estimation this is truly A WELL THOUGHT OUT PLAN! 

      Blessings, Pastor Kent 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/umcbranford/
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YŜŜǇƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ¢ƛƳŜ ς Worship Stewards March 2016 
   Sanctuary Steward:  Heather Mazzucco 

(Early Worship Stewards Listed in Italics) 

The Cross & Flame 
Published 11 times a year by The United Methodist Church, Branford, 811 East Main Street, Branford, Connecticut 06405, 
(203) 488-0549, umcbranford@snet.net, Pastor: Rev. Kent Fredric Jackson. Deadline for copy: The fifteenth day of the month prior 
to publication. Brenda Prunty, Editor, reserves the right to edit for content and space. ©2016 UMC, Branford. 

March 6__Fourth Sunday in Lent 
9 & 10:30 am 

Call to Worship: (Benjamin Mazzucco) Cyrus Kapadia  
Lay Readers: (William Gagné) Shanta Kapadia  

Communion Servers (Rosemary Luzzi)  
Alice & Tom Macy 

Greeters:  (William Gagné) Karyn Capezzone  
Ushers:  (Daniel Gagné) Rosemary Luzzi, Laurie Gagné 

Acolyte: Alice Talbott  
Prayer Partners:  (Ken Schneider) Ro Robinson 

Flowers: In Memory of husband, William J. Busca, Jr.  
Given by Virginia Busca 

  Fellowship Hosts:  (Ruby Lawrence)  
TBA 

 
March 13-Fifth Sunday in Lent 

9 & 10:30 am 

Call to Worship: (Anne Jackson) Don Robinson  
Lay Readers:  (Ken Schneider)  Judy Loukides  

 Greeters:  (Laurie Gagné) Larry Appleton  
Ushers:  (Rosemary Luzzi) 

 Ro & Dick Robinson 
Acolyte: Ellie Bowman 

Prayer Partners:  (Ken Schneider) M.E. Solomon 
  Flowers: To the Glory of God 

Fellowship Hosts:  (Ruby Lawrence) Mary Lou Woods 
 

March 20-Palm/Passion Sunday 
9 & 10:30 am 

Call to Worship: (Molly Mazzucco) M.E. Solomon  
Lay Readers:  (Laurie Gagné) Cyrus Kapadia  
Greeters:  (Adam Jackson) Sam Appleton 

Ushers:  (Daniel Gagné) Karyn & Pepi Capezzone 
Acolyte: Hannah Jackson 

Prayer Partners:  (Ken Schneider) Don Robinson 
Flowers: To the Glory of God 

Fellowship Hosts:  (Ruby Lawrence) 
 Alice & Tom Macy 

March 27-Easter Sunday 
9 & 10:30 am 

Call to Worship: (Ruby Lawrence) M.E. Solomon  
Lay Readers:  (Anne Jackson) Cyrus Kapadia  

Greeters:  (Janet Viets) Molly Mazzucco  
Ushers:  (Laurie Gagné) Conny & Bob Umile 

Acolyte: William Gagné 
Prayer Partners:  (Ken Schneider) Linda Beagle 

Flowers: To the Glory of God 
  Fellowship Hosts:  (Ruby Lawrence) Michelle Ritter 

Lectionary Readings:  

During 2016 we will not be printing the readings from the Revised Common Lectionary. Instead, you may ask 
for a copy of the One Year Chronological Bible. The weekly sermons will be based on these readings. We have 
copies available in 3 translations. Please let us know if you would prefer The New International Version, The 
New Living Translation or the New King James Version. A donation of $15 per copy is appreciated. 

SPECIAL DATES 
¶ World Day of Prayer, March 4, 2016 
¶ Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 6, 2016 
¶ Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 13, 2016 
¶ Daylight Saving Time Begins, March 13, 2016 
¶ Palm/Passion Sunday, March 20, 2016 
¶ First Day of Spring, March 20, 2016 
¶ Holy Week, March 20-March26, 2016 
¶ Maundy Thursday, March 24, 2016 
¶ Good Friday, March 25, 2016 
¶ Holy Saturday, March 26, 2016 
¶ Easter Sunday, March 27, 2016 
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Ruth Moon                     1 
Hannah Jackson             2 
Kaylee Roberts               2 
Jean Sunny                      2 
Gabriel Maggay              3 
Helen Werns                   8 
Judy Loukides                 9 
Sean Deveau                13 
Joan Gerlach                13 
Erin Marszalek             14 

   Julie Guckin                  20 
June Ann Greeley        21 
Sterwin Maggay          21 
David Simon                 21 
Madison Ballard          25 
Bob Nerkowski            26 
Kylie James                  28 
Ginny Busca                 30 
Aubrey Simon              30 

Stephen Solomon 3 
Emily Mazzucco 4 
Gus VanDerMaelen 4 
William Gagné            10 
Stacey Cronk            11 
Josh Caruso            11 
Michael Haggerty      11 
William Schickler       12 
Amos Talbott            14 
Daniel Gagné            16 
Jane Jacobson            16 
Jessa Holcomb            16 
5ŜōǊŀ hΩbŜƛƭƭ            18 
Rebecca Mahoney    20 
Robin Wolek              21 
Janet Viets            23 
Sharon Bernardini     25 
Mary Choronzy          25 
Alice Klein            25 
Nicole Sevigny            25 
John Beatty                 26 
Justine Guckin            27 

  Alexandra Loukides  27 

   Dorothy & Harry Chamberlain 9 
   Rosemary & Tony Luzzi           19 

John & June Ann Blossom 21 
John & Connie Nickou        26 
Sue & John Beatty              29 

JOIN YOUR CHURCH FAMILY AND INVITE OTHERS FOR 
THE FOLLOWING SERVICES. 

Maundy Thursday (March 24): We will be joining our 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ !a9 ½ƛƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ 
dinner and worship. (Details will be provided in the 
bulletin.) 

Good Friday (March 25): Please join the ecumenical service 
ƛƴ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ .ǊŀƴŦƻǊŘΦ ²Ŝ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ 
and move (about every 25 minutes) to First Baptist, First 
Congregational and Trinity Episcopal, finishing up around 3 
pm. Participants may join in the entire procession or just 
come for one of the services. We will hold an evening 
service in our sanctuary at 7pm as well. 

Easter Sunrise (March 27): We will gather once again at 
Branford Point and worship with our brothers & sisters from 
the Shoreline Community Church. 6:30 am is the time that 
we will gather to begin our celebration of the 
resurrection!!! 

άPrayer is the barometer of our 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣέ says pastor Jim 
Cymbala of the Brooklyn 
Tabernacle. 

Prayer is also a priority for ministry at UMC, Branford. 
You are invited to join together twice each month for a 
time of prayer. Each prayer meeting is a unique 
experience. Please mark your calendars in March for 
the second Monday (March 14) at 2 PM and the 4th 
Tuesday (March 22) at 7 PM. 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ά¸Ŝǎέ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ άLƴǉǳƛǊŜǊΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎέ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ L ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƳŜmbers 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜƎǳƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ¦a/Σ .ǊŀƴŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ LƴǉǳƛǊŜǊΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎΦ  

We have a date !!! ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ LƴǉǳƛǊŜǊΩǎ όbŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊǎ /ƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ Saturday, April 2nd from 10am-2pm. Please contact the 
church office at 203-488-0549 and let us know you plan to attend. 

Would you like to learn more about United Methodist beliefs? 

 Are you interested in how United Methodists are organized? 

  Have you thought about becoming a member of UMC, Branford? 

MENS COMMUNION 

BREAKFAST  

¢ƘŜ {ƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ aŜƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ 
here at UMC, Branford on Sunday , March 20, at 7 am.   
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Mark your calendars. This year Learn & Play and UMC Branford are teaming up to host an Easter Egg Hunt 

and present the Resurrection Egg Story.  In addition to the egg hunt, which will be divided into three age 

groups, a craft activity will be offered.  At the conclusion of the hunt, the Resurrection Story will be 

presented by Pastor Kent  in the sanctuary. 

This event is open to the public, so invite your friends to have some fun and hear The Good News! Hope to 

see you there! 

 We are initiating a monthly youth 
night for the purpose of fun & fellowship. All 
youth from our church (6th-12th grade) are 
encouraged to attend and bring their 
friends.  
 We will meet in the church basement 
from 7-9:30 PM. Snacks will be provided. Air 
Hockey and Foosball will be available for the 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀŘŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
in the future. 
 If anyone would like to donate a 
large screen television, DVD player, ping 
pong table, etc. we would be happy to 
accept your donations. 

For Easter, we will have two 
food baskets.   

The sign up sheet will be 
in the connector hall, and the food baskets 
will be assembled on Palm Sunday.  If you 
would prefer to make a cash donation, we 
will shop for you. 


