The United Methodist Church

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: umlogo_150]Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.
Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
Heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.  – Malachi 3:10
Spring 2016
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Grace and peace be unto you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

    Jesus often used images of agriculture in teaching the disciples.  His parables are lasting images of tending vineyards, handling wheat and weeds, and sowing and gathering the bounty His Earth brings to faithful living. The prophet Malachi also uses the image of harvesting when describing the offerings that should be brought into the Temple. The whole tithe will bring food for all and the overflowing abundance of God’s blessings.

    We are presenting our Give Me 5 campaign this spring using the image of the harvest, gathering offerings of our energy and resources for ministry, and practicing faithful stewardship of all that God has given us. Give Me 5 again asks us to make five commitments, one in each of the areas of:

Worship Attendance
Spiritual Growth		Financial Giving
Ministry in the Church	Mission in the Community

    Please read the following pages. The yellow DESCRIPTION SHEET provides details about each of these opportunities. Pray about these, and use the blue RESPONSE CARD to make your commitment in each area.  

    The green ESTIMATE OF GIVING card is for your financial pledge and will only be seen by Stewardship. This estimate includes your donation at the offertory on Sunday (weekly, monthly or as you choose), and the ‘Total Giving’ would be the amount you plan to give during the next 12 months. Please mark the card to receive donation envelopes, unless they are not required (if a bank sends your donation, or you give monthly, quarterly, etc.).  

   We invite you to join us in making at least one commitment to each of the five areas for the coming year.  Worship Attendance is a harvest of praise.  Spiritual Growth is a harvest of our commitment to grow deeper in faith.  Financial Giving is a harvest of financial resources that will fund the ministry planned for the coming year (a budget summary is included for your information).  Ministry in the Church is a harvest of service to the church.  Mission in the Community is a harvest of outreach to the community by meeting the needs of God’s people.

    Please return your commitment form no later than Sunday, April 24th.  You may use the enclosed envelope to place it in the offering plate on Sunday morning or mail it to the church. We are striving for everyone’s participation in this year’s campaign. Your participation counts. We look forward to experiencing the blessing God will provide, as we respond faithfully by bringing the whole tithe into the storehouse of the Lord!

    Thank you for your faithful participation in the mission and ministry of the United Methodist Church of Branford. We look forward to a new year filled with possibility and passion for all that God would call us to do.  May you experience the blessings of Jesus the Christ as you make your stewardship commitments this year

Blessings and Peace, from the Stewardship Task Force
811 East Main Street, Branford, Connecticut, 06405 (203) 488-0549
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